The RARS 


EXCITER © 


An Emergency, An Obligation and a Bill Paid 


Every time amateur radio or amateur radio 
frequencies are threatened, our first line of defense is 
that ham radio is needed for emergency communica- 
tions. With that claim comes obligation, and for hams 
along the route of Interstate 40 from Wilmington to 
the Triangle, that “bill” came due on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 5, 1996 as Hurricane Fran slammed into the 
North Carolina coast and followed I-40 inland. Ama- 
teur radio and the hams behind the rigs met the chal- 
lenge. 

As “only” a Category 3 storm, Hurricane 
Fran may not have had quite as strong winds as 1954’s 
legendary Hurricane Hazel (a Category 4 storm), but 
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in the wake of the drenching rains from the weeks 
prior, its destruction was just as crippling. North 
Carolina takes pride in being the “Land of the Long 
Leaf Pine” and Raleigh’s nickname is “The City of 
Oaks”, but by Friday morning both had far fewer of 
these and other trees as the soggy ground failed to 
provide their roots with sufficient stability to with- 
stand the hours of onslaught from Fran’s winds. Many 
of these toppling trees hit houses, telephone lines, 
power lines, and other parts of the infrastructure of 
modern civilization on their way to the ground. 

If Fran was a less severe storm than Hazel, 
it’s destructive punch was felt much more so because 
in Fran’s path was a North Carolina J 
m population that has exploded in the 
past 40 years. In 1954, Raleigh’s popu- 
lation was only about 40,000 (based 
on my memory of reading the stats) § 
2 and there was no Research Triangle 
4 Park. By Friday morning, electrical | 
S| power was out for almost two million 


people and telephone service (includ 
continued on page 8 
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The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded in 
1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North Carolina. 
Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need, to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining Ama- 
teur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues tothe club are $18.00 per year(whichruns from July | toJune 
30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of the 
officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the facing 
column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday ofevery month, 7:30PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the comer of Clark Avenue and Dixie 
Trail, just offof Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 /224.64 MHz, 449.5 /444.5 MHz, 449.95 
1445.95 MHz anda packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All repeaters 
cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County area. The 
auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open to all duly 
licensed amateurs. 


1996 Officers: 


Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Watertall Court 


Cam: ICIS! 
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380-7286 
snockw@vmis.sas.com 


President: 


Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive, Raleigh, NC 27615 
848-4538 


Vice President 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary,.NC 27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Treasurcr: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


Young Ladies’ Radio League 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items ofinterest to the ham 
community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society membership 
with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no article 
will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham 
bands using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $1125 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
HalfPage $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent viaham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


Mailing List: 


1996 Editor: 


Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@pobox.com 
CompuServe: 73 167,2050 
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Greetings, 

I hope everyone survived Hurricane Fran without 
too much property damage. I know there are a lot of club 
members that were not so lucky. I think this experience 
will live with all of us for a lifetime. 

From Friday evening till Monday morning after 
Fran, | took over the job of ARES staffing. This meant 
finding folks to fill all shifts at the State EOC, Wake EOC, 
Garner Command Post and Garner High School. I just want 
to thank all the folks that put some time in at these places. 
There were several people that put in multiple shifts and | 
Just can’t thank them enough. Special kudos to Jerry, 
KE4TTS who has been doing the job of ARES staffing. I 
find that you never really appreciate what someone does 
till you take over their job. I took over for Jerry because 
I got power back Friday night and he was without power 
well into the next week. 

| encourage everyone to get involved in ARES. 
This is what Amateur Radio is all about, providing emer- 
gency communications. I am concerned however that there 
still isn’t a Wake County EC. This was very evident for 
those of us that were helping out at Emergency Operations 
Centers. There was no documentation or instructions on 
what to do. Most information was scattered across a white 
board or scribbled down in someone’s notes. I’m not 
blaming anyone for this problem but what I would like to 
see is someone step forward and volunteer for this posi- 
tion. It doesn’t have to be someone from RARS, any 
amateur in Wake County that is willing to give their time 
and energy to a much needed position is what’s needed. If 
you or anyone you know is interested in doing that, please 
contact Reed, AB4W. 

At last month’s meeting Max, KO4TV, enter- 
tained us with his presentation on Antennas. It’s amazing 
what a little imagination will do for you! At this month’s 
meeting on October 1, Jeff AC4ZO, will be giving us a talk 
on CW. This should be an entertaining one also so don’t 
miss it. At this month’s Board Meeting we discussed the 
picnic in October. Pat KE4FCJ has been working on the 
arrangements for us. Because of Hurricane Fran, all the 
county parks are closed until further notice. They could 


not guarantee that Lake Crabtree Park would be open 
the weekend of October 19th. Therefore we decided 
to cancel the picnic and put that money towards the 
Christmas Party in December. The Board felt this 
was the best decision since that weekend was also the 
first weekend of the State Fair and Nortel’s Family 
Day at King’s Dominion. 

A reminder also that the New Ham Radio 
Class is starting in October. See Lynn KO4QH for 
details (787-1111). 


See you on October Ist! 
73, Cyndi, KD¢ACW 


FLYINGINTO 
HURRICANE BERTHA 


An Eyewithness 


Geoff Fox is a meteorologist for WTNH-8 
New Haven, CT and host of “Inside Space” on the 
Sci-Fi Channel. Recently, he was aboard a hurri- 
cane hunter flying into Hurricane Bertha. Here is 
the report he posted on USENET group 
“ne. weather”: . 

“The most common question I’ve been asked 
the past two days is, “Why would you ever fly into the 
eye of a hurricane?” Fair question. 

First of all, | have convinced myself that it 
isn’t dangerous. Think about it. Career government 
employees. Not exactly a prescription for risk 
takers. The plane, a 31 year old Lockheed C-130 
Hercules, seems incredibly sturdy and is as stylish as 
a UPS truck. 

Second, it sounded like a great story. Inter- 
esting, informative, promotable. 

Any time there’s a tropical system worth 
investigating, the Air Force flies to a forward base 
and sets up shop. The idea is to have two planes with 
almost continuous penetrations of the eye. This 
week, the 53rd Weather Recon Squadron USAF 
(Reserve) was at Homestead AFB in Florida. It’s an 
eerie starting point, considering wreckage from 
Hurricane Andrew still litters the base and surround- 
ing town. 

Flight time to Bertha would be about 2 
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hours and we'd be in the air for anywhere from 10 to {2 
hours. That meant 69,000 pounds of fuel in the wings, 
under the wings, and in a 10,000 pound tank adjacent to 
the port-a-john in the ‘cabin’. And enough noise from 
the four props engines to force everyone to wear ear- 
plugs or earphones. 

Being on the ground during a major hurricane 
will change you. They’re not surprises like tornadoes or 
earthquakes, yet they cause damage that’s often more 
widespread and impossible to prevent. And there’s the 
paradox of the eye, an area where the strongest and 
weakest winds are amazingly close. A hurricane’s eye 
passing overhead is so enticing that people have been 
known to leave shelters only to be ‘zapped’ as the storm 
Started up again. 

Leaving Homestead, we flew directly toward 
the storm. Miami Center didn’t need to vector us - we 
weren’t going to run into much company. Not many 
people do this as a hobby. At 20,000 feet the ride was 
smooth. 

A little over 100 miles out, we descended to 
10,000 feet and started taking readings. Temperature, 
dew point, barometer, wind speed and direction. The sea 
surface below had enough whitecaps and spray to show 
the wind direction, even at altitude. Intermittentiy there 
were patches of green. The Air Force manual carried by 
just about everyone on board said that these were an 
indication of winds over 40 knots. The clouds thick- 
ened. There was rain, hitting the windshield at almost 
300 mph. My photographer, J.P. Coleman, and I made 
our way up the stairs onto the flight deck. 

My commercial flight to Florida had two in the 
cockpit. This flight had five, and they all seemed to be 
working. I started to interview the pilot, a Lt. Colonel, 
until he stopped for a radio call and then achecklist. The 
radar, mounted on the plane’s dash, about where the 
radar detector is on my car’s dash, started showing a 
somewhat circular green area. This was Bertha. The blip 
moved closer to the radar’s center as we approached. | 
started thinking about the turbulence. How the plane 
would pitch and roll. How my stomach would trick me 
into thinking I was about to die, when I was only going to 
throw up. There are hand holds in the cockpit and | 
grabbed one, but a funny thing happened. Nothing! 

Alright, not quite nothing but close. We shook 
for ten, maybe twelve seconds before settling back to 
smooth flight. 
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As it turns out, Bertha was “Big” Bertha be- 
cause of size, not strength. The eye was not round, but 
oval. It had more holes than Albert Hall (If you under- 
stand this, Ann B. Davis is Schultzy, if you don’t she’s 
Alice). 

The eye was where the real work would be 
done. In the back, a Master Sergeant prepared a cylin- 
drical instrument pod called a radiosonde. He watched 
the wind speed at altitude. From 70 to 50 to 30 knots. 
And then to single digits. As the wind dipped he typed 
“launch” on a keyboard and the radiosonde slipped out 
the tube. We knew from the rate of descent that its 
parachute had opened. It was transmitting back to the 
plane while falling at about 1,000 feet per minute. As 
soon as we got the numbers, they were transmitted by 
satellite to the Hurricane Center and relayed to the 
National Weather Service data feeds. All of a sudden, 
anyone with a computer could get the results of Bertha’s 
physical. 

These numbers are still the absolutely best way 
to fix the hurricane’s location and estimate her strength. 
Lower pressure, higher temperature, bigger storm. 
There is currently no better way to know this than by 
penetrating in a plane. 

And that’s the way the day went. Ten anda half 
hours in the air with hardly a bump. We flew 100 plus 
mile legs in a bowtie shaped pattern, passing through the 
eyewall four times. 

So, what did I get out of it? Well, two live 
phoners [segments on the TV news that featured Mr. 
Fox, live via phone], from the flight deck, at 6 and 11. 
The airchecks are nowhere to be found, but I’m told it 
sounded exotic and dangerous. That’s probably because 
we went from the plane to the ground via single sideband 
shortwave radio and had to say, “over” all the time. 
Today, we aired two separate packages at 6 and 11. And, 
I’ve gotten a little more insight into the data I use from 
the National Hurricane Center. 

I'd do it again. 

by Geoff Fox 


here’s my home page... 
http://www.netcom.com/~gfox” 


via USENET: Roger rwp@westnet.com 


The QRPer and The DXer: 
THE FLUX IS 65! 


We were sitting in the shack musing about the 
Great Days of DXing the other afternoon. The tempera- 
ture outside was in the mid 90’s and we were glad we had 
made the leap and acquired an air conditioner. It was a 
comfortable 70 degrees in the shack and we recalled 
how we had sat up half the night waiting for the VP8SSI 
boys on 14.195 just a few years ago. And how great it 
had been to work Peter Ist just a year or so later. Those 
were the Golden Days of DXing. Absolutely. And no 
one could argue with that. 

We glanced out the window and saw one of the 
Local QRPers making his way up the hill. This was the 
same QRPer that had been by a lot recently... the lean 
hungry looking QRPer who thought too much. Had it 
not been so hot outside, we would have quietly slipped 
out the back door. However, the air conditioner was 
doing it’s job just a bit too well so we decided to weather 
the storm. The QRPer came in and sat down, looked at 
us for a minute or two, then said, “Sure is nice and cool 
in here.” | 

We nodded in agreement, but we were pretty 
sure the QRPer wasn’t here to get cooled off. And we 
weren't far off the mark, either! “Do you know what the 
solar flux is?”, he asked, “Do you know that it’s been 65 
for the last two days?” We had to admit that we didn’t 
know the exact numbers. “Well, it probably is.”, we 
replied, “Sunspot Louie has been reporting numbers 
between 68 and 75 or thereabouts for the past few 
months. This is the bottom of the cycle”, we continued 
on, “and us DXers have to be patient. Louie says things 
are about to turn around and it’s common knowledge the 
Palos Verdes Sundancers are hard at work. You shouldn’t 
be too concerned.” 

The QRPer looked at us for a moment, then he 
replied, “Well, | wasn’t at first, but I decided to do a bit 
of research. You see, it’s not possible to have a solar 
flux of 65. I’ve been checking the libraries and reading 
all the research papers coming out of NASA and the Jet 
Propulsion Lab in Pasadena. Do you know what the 
solar flux is? Did you know that it’s measured by the 
amount of 10.7 centimeter radiation that reaches ground 
level. And did you know that the solar flux is reported 

-in solar flux units, and that one solar flux unit is equiva- 


lent to 10 raised to the minus 22nd watts squared per 
Hertz? Did you know that?” 

Son of aGun! We just stared at the QRPer for 
a few moments. Since we hadn’t a clue where he was 
leading us, or what he was talking about, we sirnply 
nodded. “Well”, he continued, “since it’s the solar flux 
that causes the ionization at F2 layer heights that is 
critical for long haul HF DX transmissions, this is not 
good news. Notatall. Now, the problem is, sunspots are 
areas of enhanced radiation emissions. With no sun- 
spots, with none at all, the background radiation from 
the sun will produce a solar flux of 67 solar flux units. 
Follow?” 

The QRPer had caught us off guard, for we'd 
drifted off thinking about how we’d caught the AHIA 
crew on 160-meters at greyline. We snapped back to 
attention and did a quick recovery. “Of course.”, we 
replied, hoping there wasn’t a test at the end of all this! 

The QRPer ploughed on. “We presently have 
a sunspot count of zero... in other words, no sunspots. 
None. So, it follows that the solar flux should be 67, not 
65. This leads me to conclude that there has been a 
fundamental change in the thermodynamics of the sun. 
We are on the verge of another Maunder Minimum. 
There’s no doubt about it. Now, what are we going to 
do?” 

We were stumbling for something to say, when 
the Old Timer came in and sat down. “Nice and cool in 
here”, he said, ““What’s new?” 

There are times when the unknowing can ask 
the right question at the right time! And this surely was 
one of them. We sat back and listened to the QRPer 
repeat the entire story to the Old Timer, ending with the 
same question: “What are we going to do?” 

It wasn’t long before the Old Timer began his 
answer. “That’s 65 solar flux units, right?”, he began and 
the QRPer nodded in agreement. “Well if we assume 
that during an entire solar cycle the flux varies from the 
mid sixties to over 200, it’s safe to say that we have a 
variation in flux of at least 150, and during very active 
cycles, even more so. And while the solar cycle gener- 
ally follows a sinusoidal pattern, it’s safe to say one has 
to run the data through a high pass or median filtering 
algorithm to remove the high frequency components, 
right?” The QRPer shook me how we had the feeling his 


heart wasn’t really into watching the solar flux anymore! 
continued on page I] 
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Post-Fran VHF/UHF 
SIG MEETING 


David N4YTO called the September meeting 
to order at Ronnie WA4MJF and Sherry KB4EXL’s 
nearly-intact shack. Glenn WA4LHE reported the SIG 
account at $212. Cyndi KD4ACW related the tale of 
Gary KN4AQ’s stitches, who was not present to defend 
himself. Wilbur WD4RDT contributed a story too 
horrible to relate here. 

Jerry KE4TTS summarized amateur radio op- 
erations in the Emergency Operations Centers and 
shelters, then collaborated with WA4MAJF in recruiting 
hams for ongoing relief efforts. The benefits of being a 
volunteer include being indoors, lighted, fed, cooled, 
and having something useful to do. Think about it... 

Plans for the next SIG meeting include a trans- 
mitter-hunting presentation and arrangements for a hunt 
at the RARS picnic on Oct 19. Contact N4YTO (773- 
1437) for details. The meeting concluded with dumb 
neighbor stories collected from various reliable sources. 

The next SIG meeting begins at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 9 October 96, at the KE4ZNU debris field, 
13109 Old Creedmoor Road, Raleigh. Show up about 
6:30 for the best choice of homebrew pizza: call me at 
676-4523 for directions or risk a talk-in on 146.64. Pat 


KE4FCJ promises another fine dessert. 
Ed Nisley, KE4ZNU 
Secretary 


CHANGES FOR 
RARS BBS 


As of October 1, 1996 MMS Information 
Systems will make major changes in the way access will 
be handled by the system. In order to provide a more 
reliable internet connection they will make the follow- 
ing change. 

The main hunting phone line group accessed by 
calling 779-6674 will be moved from MMS to the 
Internet Server. As aresult, members of RARS will not 
be able to access the RARS BBS by calling this 


6 


hunting group. 

The RARS line (779-7277) will continue to 
provide service to the RARS BBS as it has in the past. 
Club members who use MMS Information Services as 
their Internet Service Provider will be able to telnet to 
bbs.mms.net. This will allow them to access the RARS 
BBS via the Internet. RARS members that use an 
alternate ISP will be able to telnet in as well. 

MMS would like to express its appreciation 
for the public service work RARS provides the com- 
munity. MMS will continue to provide the RARS line 
at no cost to the club. In the event there is a need for 
additional line to the RARS BBS these line will be add 
on at an at cost basis. 

If you have any questions, contact Wilbur 


Goss WD4RDT (266-9335) or on the RARS BBS. 
Wilber WD4RDT 


Crystals 


The August meeting of the Crystals was held 
on the 27th at the Golden Corral on U.S. 70 near 
Crabtree. A vote was taken on location for meetings and 
it was decided to remain at the Golden Corral. Everyone 
is pleased with the service and the meeting room. 

Linda won the door prize which was provided 
by Fontella. Fontella was unable to attend the meeting, 
but she sent the door prize via a special courier — very 
thoughtful. 

Announcements were made about the upcom- 
ing class to be held October 7 - November 14. Lynn had 
flyers available for posting. Also the picnic is sched- 
uled for October 19. More details will be worked out at 
the September meeting. 

Thanks to Bobbie for the reminder cards. Ev- 
eryone enjoyed receiving them and they were very 
pretty. Something decorative to put on the refrigerator 
or bulletin board so we don’t forget the meeting. 

Remember — the Crystals meet on the 4th 
Tuesday (not the last one). Upcoming meetings are 
September 24 and October 22 at the Golden Corral. It’s 
a lot of fun, please join the group. 


KO4CK Liz 


October RARS Program: 


MORSE CODE 


It’s my pleasure to announce that it is once 
again my turn to present a program at the General 
Membership Meeting. The date will be October 1. 

| have selected one of my favorite topics to 
speak about: Morse code. This will NOT bea sales pitch, 
nor will it be ahow-to-do-it lecture. It will be an evening 
of fun and entertainment surrounding this most en- 
chanting form of communication. 

Some of the things you may see or hear: 
Unpublicized facts of the early days of telegraph; Dem- 
onstration of the now extinct SIDES WIPER technique; 
Demonstration of the use of a BUG (semi-automatic 
key); Morse code Simon-Says (usually a hoot for spec- 
tators); Part of a CW traffic net; Fun with the QLF (left 
foot) key that always attracts a crowd at the hamfest; 
Fun with the QBH (both hips) key. No description 
available, you’ll have to see this for yourself! 

In addition, members are encouraged to bring 
their own keys or other telegraph apparatus to put on 
display, so get ‘em out, shine ‘em up, and set them 
proudly on the display tables. { will be making up iittie 
placards out of large index cards with interesting facts 
about my favorite gems to put under them. 

If anyone has anything else they would like to 


see, or has any questions they would like answered - 


concerning Morse code, I would like to hear about it. 
My number ts 362-9456. 
73, Jeff AC4ZO 


AMATEUR RADIO 
CLASSES 


for Novice and Technician 
Code or No-code 


Monday and Thursday Nights 
Held at the NORTEL Training Center 
Classes start on October 7th 


For more information 
call Lynn KO4QH 
787-1111 


The Ham and the Key 


A lad takes an interest in technical things 

and likes to read books for the knowledge it brings. 
He takes things apart and soon starts to see 

that to get things to work, skilled hands are the key. 


Curiosity thrives, then he learns about ham, 

he wants to know more, though he’s not yet a man. 
But his age doesn’t stop him, he’s learned that the fee 
of getting a ticket is skill with the key. 


So he practices code while his friends look and say 
“What’s happened to him? Why won’t he come play?” 
But he pays no attention, their cry he won’t heed 
cause he’s steadily working at learning the key. 


The testing day comes and he’s taken with fright, 

but he’s so well prepared, he gets through it all right. 
Now he’s proud of himself, a ham he will be, 

through his patience and practice, he’s mastered the 
key. 


Some years now behind him, he’s made many friends 
at hamfests and Field Days and special events. 

The ether is filled from the plains to the sea 

with the thunder that comes from the touch of his key. 


From HF to packet, on phone or in code 

he was billed as an expert in most every mode. 
But the thing he liked best, it was easy to see 
was the thrill that he got when he rattled the key. 


He assisted with traffic on many a net 

and promoted the hobby each chance he could get. 
In times of disaster, on site he would be 

to provide his assistance by manning the key. 


The years started mounting and when he looked back 
saw ham was his life, and he liked it like that. 

He never got married, some say he stayed free 

but the truth is his love was the rig and the key. 


continued next page >>> 


His health started failing, pain came from the bone, 
soon he couldn’t work code but could only use phone. 
though he tried now and then, it was never to be 

but he never relinquished his love for the key. 


The years finally got him, he passed on one night 
in his chair in the shack, with his hand on the mike. 
The mike in his hand, though a fact it may be, 

we all know his heart was nearer the key. 


They gathered his gear when they locked up his shack 
and they sold some at auctions and left some for trash. 
But no one would touch his proud legacy 

which was there on the bench: his age-worn brass key. 


I still can remember the last words that he spoke. 
They were words rich in wisdom, 

but ignored by most folks. 
Now except for that message that still lives in me, 
all that is left, is a now silent key. 


Jeff-KQ4GF (now AC4ZO) 


HURRICAN E FRAN- continued from pagel 


ing cellular) was very spotty. 

The State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
had been in operation for well over 24 hours before Fran 
hit. Although I’m on the ARES (Amateur Radio Emer- 
gency Service) calling list, | hadn’t been called, so | 
spent Thursday night listening to my radios and watch- 
ing the hurricane hit the coast on the television. With- 
out a battery powered TV, my monitoring switched to 
aural only when the power when out at about 9:30 PM. 
However with a combination of battery powered ham, 
scanner, shortwave and broadcast barid radios, | re- 
mained in touch with the world through the night while 
the hurricane winds howled outside. I heard CP&L call 
their crews in about 12:30 AM, so | knew that power 
wouldn’t be restored that night. Little did I know that 
electrical service at my house would not be restored for 
seven days. 

On early Friday morning, | finally ventured 
outside to survey the damage... one tree down, one tree 
with major damage, limbs all over the back yard but my 
house was unscathed, albeit without electricity, water 
or telephone service. My 2 meter antenna and my 
Cushcraft R-7 were still high in the sky, butmy TH7DXX 
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beam was in pieces on my back deck. But I wasn’t 
upset... my beam was in pieces on my deck on Thursday 
morning also (I haven’t assembled it yet). 

So, being a highly dedicated employee (and 
suspecting that my office would have power and water), 
I headed into work. As I was dodging the downed trees 
and wires in the roadways, I monitored State EOC 
operations on 146.88 MHz. I called in and asked if they 
needed any operators and they said that they had all of 
the operators they needed. As I detoured around flooded 
South Saunders and Wilmington Streets (where Coke 
machines were floating at the Coca Cola plant), the 
magnitude of the flooding became more apparent. 

I monitored .88 from my office (where there 
was indeed electricity, water and phones functioning) 
and I continued to hear reports that no operators were 
needed. | later learned that this was not quite accurate 
in the “larger” sense, but for the moment I didn’t think 
my radio services were needed. 

During the day, as I forayed out into parts of 
downtown Raleigh, the level of the destruction was 
apparent everywhere. Lines at gas stations reminded me 
of the 1973 oil embargo and city streets were a jungle 
of downed trees, impassable with anything less than a 
bulldozer. To go each mile, | had to travel three, as I 
detoured repeatedly to find a way past blocked streets. 

Finally, on Saturday morning I heard Cyndi 
KC4ACW on .88 saying operators were needed. Speak- 
ing with her directly, | found out that people had been 
needed all along, but the State EOC operators may not 
have known it. 

So Saturday | pulled a six hour shift at Wake 
EOC and another on Sunday at State EOC. Over the next 
six days, I would put in about 30 more hours, all at State 
EOC except for one four hour post in the Baptist Men’s 
station at the Red Cross kitchen in Garner. Many others 
did more... in Johnston and Harnett counties, where 
operators were really sparse, several people pulled 24 
hour shifts to keep the stations manned. 

Operating at one of these posts isn’t really 
hard. Although the operation can get hectic at times 
(who says contest operating serves no useful purpose?), 
other times fighting boredom is a problem (bring some- 
thing to read). 

For newer operators who haven’t operated 
many types of rigs, being confronted with a strange 
radio may be a problem... all the more excuse to ask to 


play with a friend’s rig (“I want to do it to improve my 
emergency preparedness”). To help overcome this, and 
to help those people who have never been to either State 
or Wake EOCs, I’ve talked with Cyndi and we may have 
a program at a RARS meeting that deals with getting to 
the EOCs and operating the rigs there. 

When | talked to Cyndi on the Saturday after 
the hurricane, she said that she had been trying to call me 
on the phone. Since my home phone was out of service 
for five days, | have suggested to her that we consider 
having “operators needed” announcements madeatregu- 
lar intervals on the primary repeaters... say every hour, 
every even hour or at some other schedule. I learned 
that, although .88 is the machine most of us think of with 
regard to SkyWarn, emergencies, etc., actually the 
147.15 MHz machine is designated for local coordina- 
tion. Somehow I had missed that piece of information. 

Although Hurricane Fran showed us some weak 
points in our emergency operations, from all reports 
I’ve heard ham radio really came through when it was 
needed. From linking offices of the National Weather 
Service to providing a link for Governor Hunt to talk to 
Wilmington, we did what we were supposed to do. We 
successfully provided the emergency communications 
we So Often talk about. For now at least, our “dues” are 
paid up. | 

Curt KD4YU 


RARS PICNIC 
CANCELLED 


The annual RARS Picnic which was scheduled 
for October 19th has been CANCELLED. 

Because of Hurricane Fran, Crabtree Park 
(where the picnic was to have been held) has been closed 
until further notice. Also, the proposed date is in 
conflict with some other major events, including the 
first weekend of the State Fair. 

But fear not party animals. In typical RARS 
fashion, we are going to take monies earmarked for the 
picnic and add them to the Christmas Party. More than 
ever, the 1996 RARS Christmas party is sure to be the 
major event of the Yuletide season. And Christmas is 
not that far away... they’re already advertising Christmas 
albums on WKFT. 


CurtKD4YU 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


RARS BOARD MEETING 
August 20, 1996 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on August 20. The meeting was called to 
order by KD4ACW at 7:06pm. Members present were: 
KD4ACW, KN4AQ, WA4BPJ, KE4FCJ, K4HF, 
KA3PSK, KO4QH, KC4UQN, W4VFJ, KD4YU, and 
AC4ZO. The total attendance numbered 16. 

On motion by KE4FCJ, seconded by W4VFJ, 
the July minutes were approved. 

KD4ACW introduced a special guest: Bill 
Pond, AD4MB, a very active member of the 
MECKLENBURG AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY INC. 

KC4UQN gave the VP report: The September 
meeting will be a program about antennas, presented by 
Max, KO4TV. In October, the presentation will be 
about Morse Code, and will be presented by Jeff, AC4ZO. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and said 
that RARS membership is 398 with 145 still to renew. 

AC4ZO brought the FM Committee report 
from KD4RAA. Progress has been good on the new 
146.64 repeater. The power amp, and controller are 
complete, and the builder expects to have something to 
us for testing within the next 4 to 6 weeks. 

KE4FCJ announced that the RARS picnic has 
been rescheduled for 19 October, because of a conflict 
with the site. The location will be the same place as last 
year: Lake Crabtree Park. 

Pat, now speaking on behalf of the Member- 
ship Services Committee announced that the RARS 
library is asking for suggestions for new materials to be 
added to the library. 


9 


KD4ACW said that the hamfest planning for 
1997 in under way, and the first meeting is planned for 
September 23. Meeting location is WA4MJF. 

KA3PSK, reporting for the Packet Cluster, 
says that he has received the new computer, and expects 
to begin loading the software soon. The SWAN link to 
W4DwW is still bad, and the problem has not been 
isolated. | | 

Under New Business, KD4ACW appointed a 
nominating committee. The committee members in- 
clude K4HF, KA3PSK, and KM4BU. They have been 
charged with securing certain nominations and report- 
ing to the Board at the September meeting. 

KO4QH brought to the Board the idea of 
allowing members to have an area at RARS meeting to 
sell equipment before the meeting start time. Through 
discussion, it became apparent that there would be 
logistical problems that need to be addressed, so 
KE40QO was asked by the president to formalize a 
proposal for presentation at the September meeting; 
Also the president agreed to contact our liaison with the 
church to see if there would be any objections. 

It was brought to the attention of the Board that 
there is an initiative to send some ham literature to a 
University in the Ukraine which is being. supported by 
local ham clubs. After a small amount echo a 
motion was made by AC4ZO to approve the expenditure 
of fifty dollars to help offset the cost of shipping these 
materials. The motion was seconded by KA3PSK, and 
was Carried by unanimous vote. 

KO4QH distributed flyers for the Fall classes 
which are scheduled to begin on October 7; and run until 
November 14. 

AC4ZO announced that he has fi ve seats avail- 
able for the next General Class upgrade program. This 
program is put on by Jeff and Wilbur, WD4RDT. 

KD4ACW read a thank you note which RARS 
received from the family of NF4P. | 

The following Board Member Comments were 
made: K4HF - Help is needed for a tower project 
(removal) over the weekend of August 24, 25. 

WA4BPJ - There is an open house planned at 
W4ATC on the NCSU campus on August 24 from 
11:00a to 4:00p. 

On motion by AC4ZO, seconded by KC4UQN, 


the meeting adjourned at 8:28p. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 
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REGULAR RARS MEETING 
September 3, 1996 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on September 3, 1996 at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church. The meeting was called to 
order at 7:38p by Cyndi KD4ACW who welcomed 103 
members and 6 guests. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report and 
said that RARS membership is 257. 

Gary KN4AQ announced the Hiram Percy 
Maxim Birthday Celebration, an operating event for all 
hams. Log sheets were available for interested.persons. 

Cyndi announced that an Advanced Class up- 
grade program would be available this fall if there were 
five or more interested persons. 

Lynn, KO4QH made several announcements: 
The RARS autumn classes are scheduled to run from 
October 7 to November 14. It will meet on Monday and 
Thursday evenings from 7:30p to 9:30p at the Nortel 
Technical Training Center. Also, the Education depart- 
ment needs instructors to work with the Page program 
at Meredith College. The RARS Crystals will meet on 
Sepemes 24 at the Golden Corral on Hwy 70. 

Doug AD4UL announced that he has the re- 
quired number of people to work the MS-150 public 
service event later ghis month. He still needs volunteers 
to work a number of five hour shifts at the State Fair. A 
sign-up sheet was circulated. 

Cyndi announced the RARS Family Picnic. It 
will be held at the Beach Shelter at Lake Crabtree Park 
on October 19. This is the same location as last year. 

Ed KE4ZNU took the stage and announced that 
he had several items to give away. There was a Canon 
copier, and an HP Laser Jet II printer, both of which 
were immediately claimed. 

Reed AB4W shared with the club a certificate 
of appreciation that he received from the North Caro- 
lina Division of Emergency Management to the hams of 
North Carolina and ARES for the assistance provided to 
the Emergency Response Team. 

Jeff AC4ZO announced that there are still 
three seats available for the upcoming General class 
upgrade program which will begin on October 9. 

Atthis time, Cyndi introduced the guest speaker 
for the evening: Max KO4TV who gave an excellent 
presentation on antennas, 


JOHN P. SWAIN, JR., D.D.S. 


225 Bryan Building | 
Cameron Village |: 


(919) 833-3826 Raleigh, NC 27605 


Door prizes went to KO4QH, KD4ACK, 
KE4PPW, and donuts to KE4IZZ, KE4DRG, and 
KE4TMO. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:58p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


N4IQA 
Robert P. BuehImann 


Historian and Collector 
of : 
Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation § 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


(919) 851-5169 | 


1314 Chaney Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits : 
of advertising in the EXCITER. : 
See page 2 for details so : 
you can correct this oversight. 


_ Are you ready 
for our 


NEXT EMERGENCY? 


48 h e F E UX ! continued from page x 


We turned to the Old Timer and asked “What 
were you talking about?” 

“No idea.”, the Old Timer replied. “My 
grandson studies oceanography in college. He’s al- 
ways talking like that! Beats the heck out of me what 
it means, but he seems to like it. | memorized that part 
the last time he was over. Never know when it might 
come in handy.” 

Our head was starting to ache a bit from all 
this. “You see”. the Old Timer said, “all that translates 
into two words... and they are: “Who cares??” All of 
a sudden we understood! “Yes, who cares if the flux is 


65! Come hell or high water, the flux will be 100 next 
year. There will be DX for all, although for some more so. 
“Exactly”, the Old Timer said, “and while it is a well 
known fact that QRPers who are lean and think too much 
can be dangerous, they are still QRPers! The Golden 
Days of DXing are near. There will be DX for the Deserv- 
ing! Be a Believer... even when the flux has been 65 for 
two days straight!” 

Son ofaGun! The Old Timer was right. For sure. 
As Albert had so often said, “All things are relative, some 
more so.”” Who could argue with the fundamental laws of 


nature? 
73 Paul, VEIDN 
via Jeff ACIZO 
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Amateur Radio - A Lifesaver in Emergencies — 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 
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Oct. 
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Oct. 
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Nov. 


First Class Mail 
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Calendar of Events: October 1996 


Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, 

directions on page 2: Program- Morse Code, by Jeff AC4ZO 
Novice/Tech License classes begin, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 

RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, David N4YTO, 773-1437 
General Class Upgrade classes begin, Jeff AC4ZO, 382-9456 
Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday KD4LLS, 782-8703 
RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
All RARS members welcome. 

Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
We're ON THE MOVE: call for meeting locationinfo! 

RARS Crystals Dinner meeting, info, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 
JARSfest, Benson, NC, Info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 


